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Well, what funny old times! ? that?s how Chris Harwood started his email to us this month when he sent in his 
excellent walk for December. Thinking about it, I don?t think I could put it better myself ? funny old times indeed.

Honiton and Village News approaches this end of year celebrating 18 months of bringing you news, events and 
stories which are always very local and relevant to the area we live in. Now more than ever community seems very 
important to us all as we find our way through these challenging times and I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all our amazing contributors for keeping us so well entertained and informed over these past months ? how 
lucky we are to have such talented people in our community willing to join in and write so well for us. We often 
receive some wonderful feedback from you and have taken the opportunity this month to share some quotes with 
you throughout the magazine ? it is so gratifying to all of us who volunteer at Honiton & Village News that we are 
providing  a magazine that you appreciate and cherish.

The other group of people that I must thank at this time are our loyal and committed advertisers whose funding 
ensures that this magazine can continue to be distributed across our area free of charge. Businesses have been 
under such pressure this year so their support of us has meant even more than usual. These are all local companies 
who need your support ? don?t forget to tell them you saw their advert in Honiton & Village News.

Of course, two groups of local businesses that are particularly going to need your custom this December are the 
retail and hospitality sectors. Our High Street and local village shops are so important to all of us and we need to 
help sustain the quality products and service that we enjoy from our local traders in this area. You will see that a 
number of them have advertised this month ? but we would urge you to go local this Christmas whether you see an 
advert in the magazine or not. Again though don?t forget to let them know that their advertising here works and that?s 
how you know about them.

As we move into December and the New Year it is encouraging to see some signs of the end being in sight ? look 
out for our January issue and we will as always keep you updated.

Chris did go on to say ?One joy of walking the countryside is not having to wear a mask?. I also have to agree with 
him there ? we do hope that you all have a memorable Christmas and New Year ? and maybe get out in the fresh air 
and try Chris? walk.



Our Town of Honiton has lots to offer this Festive Season. Although the time for visiting the 
shops may be short, let's try and make it as festive as we can. Many of our shops have taken 
the opportunity to start a Web or Facebook Page and are taking advantage of staying open 
late. 

Having the benefit of a variety of shops available to the shopper. Honiton offers the REAL 
shopping experience. Also, with the introduction of £2 all day parking until March 2021, you 

can spend most of your day here and explore from the wonders of the many cafés, coffee shops, pubs and restaurants, 
antique emporiums, hairdressers and barbers, sports and clothes shops, DIY, shoe and, most importantly, those unique 
gift shops. 

Buying direct from your local business is paramount to the future of our High Street. We currently have a strong High 
Street, and an active Open Air Market, which is key to having both local people and visitors stopping by. So this 
December and all the time after, use your local shops to make those purchases, embrace the Festivities and, subject to 
restrictions after Lockdown, shop til you drop.

DON'T FORGET TO SHOP LOCAL  FOR CHRISTMAS



by Kate Baxter

A SUNNY BUT MUDDY WALK UP DUMPDON HILL

Storm clouds were gathering over Honiton as we packed 
up the car (it's amazing just how many things one needs to 
pack for a toddler, six month old and dog!) to go for a walk 
on Dumpdon Fort. Situated three miles from Honiton, the 
Fort and surrounding woodland stand magnificently over 
the area. I hadn't been here before but was looking 
forward to walking in a new place. As was the dog! It's 
obviously a popular spot for a weekend walk so we 
struggled to find a parking spot.

 Eventually we unloaded everyone and headed up through 
a wooded area. The rain had just stopped and with all the 
leaves underfoot it was a slippery start and our toddler 
took a lot of tumbles!

After emerging into the autumn sunshine (we were lucky!) 
I was amazed at how large the Fort was. I was expecting 
something more like Blackbury Camp, but this seemed to 
be on a different scale. Following the path along the 
bottom of the hill, we stopped to admire the impressive 
views stretching before us. We were lucky that it was such 
a clear and crisp day and we could see for miles. As we 
climbed up the steep hill to the top of the Fort, the views 
got more and more impressive. On days like this one I'm 
reminded how lucky we were to have such easy access to 
this stunning countryside, especially this year when it's 
been a real saviour for our mental health. And here in East 
Devon the options for walks, swims in the sea and paddles 
in the river seem endless. We're very fortunate!

At the top we entered a 
large, flat and enclosed 
field. This was the 
summit. We raced over 
to Emily's first Trig 
Point! The 360 degree 
views wrap around the 
Fort and at 261m above 
sea level, you can see 
why it was chosen to be 
a lookout point. On a 
day like this you can 
almost see the sea. 

The Fort was defended 
by various ramparts and 
ditches which still stand 
today, and provide 
excellent fun for little 
ones! Fresh cowpats 

provided a lot of entertainment for Emily but we carefully 
checked the field for livestock. Over the mound at the far 
end of the field, a herd of handsome looking cows 
mellowed on the grass. Not wishing to disturb them with 
our lively lab, we chose a route back down which avoided 
the field, instead curving round the top to the left. 

After a short walk along the rim, where the dog enjoyed a 
final run around with another pup, we took a last look at 
the views and we walked back down to the woodland track 
via a precipitous track where descending on your bottoms 
was almost (but not quite) required! 

We really enjoyed the walk and would definitely return 
here. We were 
lucky to have 
chosen a 
lovely sunny 
day. On a wet 
day there isn't 
much shelter 
and one could 
get very wet, 
but rain and 
mist would 
certainly help 
you imagine 
the Fort in 
action!



THE RAMBLINGS OF GERTIE FROM GITTISHAM
Dear readers, I 
expect, like me, 
you are 
approaching this 
Christmas with a 
degree of 
apprehension. In 
mid-November 
and under ?lock 
down? who knows 
what delights 
await us, or not, 
throughout the 
seasonal 
festivities. One 

thing, for me, is an absolute certainty. My sister, Birdie, 
has rambled back into my life and it will be my Christian 
duty to open the doors of Yuletide hospitality to this 
?scallywag? sibling. As she is illiterate, I can write of her 
with careless abandon, knowing these ?scribbles? will not 
be fathomed by her otherwise keen and hawklike eyes.

We had a poor upbringing, money wise, and lived a 
shared childhood in a little galvanised hut in the far 
outreaches of Buckerell. However, Birdie was rarely in the 
home, preferring the wider, elemental out-of-doors life and 
one day she completely disappeared with a ne?er-do-well 
soul mate and contact has been intermittent ever since, to 
say the least.

My parents likened her to ?Old Meg? from the eponymous 
poem by John Keats:

Old Meg she was a Gipsy,

And liv?d upon the Moors:

Her bed it was the brown heath turf,

And her house was out of doors.

No breakfast had she many a morn,

No dinner many a noon,

And ?stead of supper she would stare

Full hard against the Moon.

In a word, I think my dear sister Birdie is what one would 
term ?eccentric?. And there she was, just a week before 
lockdown standing on my doorstep, here in Gittisham, and 
what a wretched sight to behold . . .Wild-eyed, woolly, 
unkept and smelling strangely of a decomposing compost 
heap, when one turns over the top layers to reveal the 
rich, pungent earthiness below. Over her stooped 
shoulders was draped an old hessian sack, the like of 
which you cannot find these days, and tied around her 
waist a frayed piece of muddy cord holding up a further, 
filthy sack. Her hair was braided and coiled around her 
head like a gnarled, tenacious, snake of ivy and her 
dirt-ingrained age lines resembled etchings worthy of 
Picasso?s sketchbook. In shock, I held back the door and 
into my home she stumbled, clearly intoxicated, and now 
here she stays, off and on, ?bubbled? with me in sisterly 
comradeship. She ?washes?, at my insistence in an old tub 
of rainwater at the back of my shed and refuses to climb 

the stairs, preferring to rest in an old armchair, which 
mercifully has a throw that I can frequently wash. The 
sacks have been burnt and she is now clothed, thankfully, 
in more suitable attire. Her drinking I cannot curb and she 
mutters her dreams about ?Morris Minor starting handles 
and cupboards stuffed with poisons and potions to keep 
kale greener? and, in short, I despair of her sanity. And yet 
there are times, when we step out together there is a 
sense of something shared and I watch her eyes roaming 
over her beloved countryside, with the flaming golds and 
coppers of this autumn and I sense a wisdom about her, 
running deep, more powerful than those intoxicating 
liquors that seem to have rendered her oblivious to 
society?s niceties. Surprisingly, I now find myself 
anticipating a ?simpler? Christmas with a degree of 
pleasure, as the house fills with Birdie?s home spun 
decorations honed out of twigs, cones, berries and fallen 
leaves. No doubt we shall dine off pheasant, as she 
always seems to return back to mine, with one or two 
draped around her being, mumbling about them ??Aving 
bin runned over ?n? knocked bloody senseless by one of 
they darned, furrin cars?. As the nights have drawn in, she 
sits almost passively in ?her chair? and, by the light of the 
fire, I seem able to soothe her inebriated state with poetry. 
She hums quietly a sort of ?heh, heh heh? through the 
gaps of her long, sparsely-spaced bottom teeth and I 
sense a form of contentment settle as I read, having 
registered that she shares an affinity in mind and spirit with 
John Clare?s poem ?I am?:

I long for scenes where man has never trod,

A place where woman never smiled or wept;

There to abide with my Creator, God,

And sleep as I in childhood sweetly slept:

Untroubling and untroubled where I lie,

The grass below ? above the vaulted sky.

Birdie seems to possess an unquestioning assumption 
that all will be well and, through her, I do see that 
?simplicity? does have some merits. And so, dear reader, 
may I wish you love, health and good cheer this Christmas 
and in the spirit of the season, I shall let Birdie have the 
last word - ?Be there any drop left in that there bottle??



HONITON'S INDUSTRIAL QUARTER
by Martin Long

Did Honiton have an industrial quarter? Well, visitors to Honiton Museum reputedly 
always ask two questions: Where are the nearest toilets, and where was the lace made?

Ignoring the first question, the answer to the second of course is that lace-making was a 
home-based activity. It is said that in 1698 there were 1341 people in the Honiton area 
working in the trade. Almost all were women. Most were either extremely poorly paid, or 
not paid at all, receiving goods such as tea or sugar in exchange for their work. Many 
were paid in tokens that could only be exchanged in local shops.

The hours were long, and children as young as five were apprenticed to lace schools to 
learn the trade - beginning at six hours a day, and working for up to 12 hours by the time 
they were seven years old.

If the lace trade was not centrally located, and leaving discussion of the Honiton Pottery 
for another day, we can see evidence of what might be termed an industrial district in 
Mill Street. The green doors on the right-hand side as you walk up from the High Street 
mark the site of a malthouse, so important in a town with so many inns. This is probably 
the remains of William Hann Pine?s malthouse that closed when he went bankrupt in 
1848. He inherited the business from his great uncle, William Hann. 

The building with the large black doors is now called The Stables, but its large opening 
on the first floor suggests that it might once have been a granary. Behind it is another 
building in the same style as the nearby Old Mill, that also shows evidence of being a 
store, either for grain or flour.

On the left, behind what is now Number 7, was Honiton Brewery, which was also run by 
William Hann Pine until 1848. It was then run by John Grabham from Yarcombe and 
later by John Madge. After passing through several further hands, the brewery was sold 
to the Dorset Brewery Company in 1927 but closed shortly afterwards.

At the end of the street, you can see what remains of the Mickelburgh Foundry. It 
produced much of the iron work for the town, including inspection covers for the water 
supply, the water channel that runs the length of the High Street, and the water wheel for 
the nearby mill. The site was until recently occupied by Halse of Honiton, who supplied 
and maintained agricultural machinery. As well as the brewery and the foundry, the site 
once also contained Reed and Darke?s Tannery, although nothing of it remains today. In 
its first thirty years, the foundry mainly concentrated on the making of agricultural 
implements, for which there was great demand in a farming community. The foundry had 
been run by a Mr. Huxtable, who owned an agricultural business in Fairmile, after he 
bought the site from Thomas White and Sons in 1871.

The arrival of Walter Mickelburgh in 1881 saw the foundry take on a new lease of life. 
He became Huxtable?s son in law when he married his daughter Elizabeth in 1883. The 
marriage was to last 55 years, until Elizabeth?s death in 1938. Despite an industrial 
accident at the foundry in which he lost three fingers on his right hand, Mickelburgh 
proved an able manager and he bought the business in 1889.

The foundry was still in operation during World War II, with the engineering shop, smithy 
and carpentry shop in full swing. The heart of the site was the blast furnace, which was 
still water-powered. The molten iron was poured out of the base of the furnace into 
hand-made sand moulds. By this time, it was mainly producing items such as 
ploughshares. Mickelburgh retired in 1942 at the age of 84.

Over the bridge from this site was the Honiton Gas Works. Street lighting arrived in 
Honiton in 1835. Domestic gas supplies reached the town in 1850, provided by The 
Honiton Gas and Coke Company. The works remained open well beyond the 
nationalisation of the gas industry in 1948. However, the arrival of natural gas in the 
1960s saw the closure of local gas works.

On the corner of Mill Street stands what remains of the Old or Town Mill. It was in use by 
the end of the eighteenth century, when it was known as Thomas? Mill. After floods in 
1968 destroyed the weir and the leat or stream it depended on, the mill fell into disrepair. 
The unusual overshoot water wheel and the iron and apple wood gearing can still be 
seen.

So, while the lace trade did not by itself produce an industrial quarter in our small 
country town, you can still see signs of something very like it - if you know where to look.





by Chris Harwood

DALWOOD & DANES HILL FROM KILMINGTON & ONLY ONE HILL

Map OS Explorer 116 ? Lyme Regis and Bridport. 1:25000.

7.1 Miles About 3 Hours

An absolutely wonderful walk, mostly easy going with only one grassy hill. Views out of this 
world. Magical green lanes, some very quiet roads and a glorious potter along the River 

Yarty. Oh yes, and a medieval listed bridge to complete the fun.

Take the A35 from Honiton to Axminster and, having passed the Kilmington Village sign, slow down and take the first little 
road right (The Hill). At the first junction turn right and then move over to the right into Roman Road. (Grid Ref SY 266 
984) Find somewhere suitable to park on the left. Now set off for a great walk on an excellent track through the woods.

After some time you will find a travellers' camp, in the form of a few caravans, some with smoke curling out of the tin 
chimneys. Probably totally illegal but ?  just press on along the track and eventually you will meet a quiet road on a bend. 
Take the public footpath off to the right and soon meet the main road.

Cross with great care and move left along the good pavement to the next road junction where you must turn right on to the 
Dalwood-Stockland road. Quickly bear right on to the Dalwood Road and for about 1Km enjoy the quiet lane until you find 
a Public Footpath and stile off to the right (wee bit hidden in the hedge) opposite a few cottages. Over here and move 
slightly diagonally right downhill following the ancient oaks and, in line with the oaks, find a small stile out on to a lane. Left 
here and up to Sunnylands Cross.

Take the Public Footpath right just beyond the crossroads and 
wander down keeping the hedge on your right, passing an enclosed 
pool on your left. Move slightly diagonally left to find a gate. Move 
sharp left across to a wooden gate and then wander diagonally right 
across the field down to another gate on to the road. Right and then 
immediately sharp right on to an unmetalled road/lane (looks a bit 
like a drive to a house). Left over a wooden footbridge and then 
follow the river, or rather Corry Brook, via a little wooden gate (not 
the one into Sarahs Patch!).  Emerge beside a house and what is a 
wee bit of a muddled yard! One of the muddles looks like the 
remnants of an ancient guillotine or maybe just a cider press! Up the 
lane. Left at the top and follow the narrow road. At Buddleia Cottage 
move right up the short concrete farm road to join a Public 
Bridlepath, Naish?s Lane.

Now ? The Hill! Follow the hedge on your right and plod slowly 
uphill, taking time to look back at the fantastic views. Pass through a couple of gates and then near the top with the hedge 
on your left drop into a shallow channel that will lead, via a gate, into a wonderful green lane. Sort of track you want to go 
on and on but you soon emerge on to a minor road. Left here and follow it with - yes, more great views left. You are now 
skirting around the base of Danes Hill. Bit frustrating that you are so near the summit but not quite there. (No visible track 
up but a scramble via a gate would give access!). Right at the crossroads (Danes Hill Cross) and then right up the 
unmetalled road for about 400m to a small house. Follow the green lane that starts on the right of the house and potter 
slowly down this incredible track for quite some long way (all downhill!) to emerge on to a road beside a cottage at 
Beckford Cross. Briefly left along the road, not straight over, and then right down a lane to find the most wonderful little 
packhorse bridge  - Beckford Bridge - over the river Yarty. This bridge is Grade II listed and is thought to be medieval. (At 
the time of writing a few roadworks here but nothing to interfere with the old bridge). Over this bridge and look for Public 
Footpath off right on the further side of the road. Over a stile and follow the river.

This is the place to take your time and meander slowly along, even good for a picnic. After some 2Km and just after 
having passed through a small metal gate, follow the edge of the field to the right. Eventually, at a small metal gate, bear 
left over a concrete bridge and move up and through the large gateway. Follow the river. Eventually, at Higher Westwater 
Farm - beautifully renovated - take the footbridge beside the ford, back over the river to follow the good track, eventually 
re-crossing Corry Brook over a thin bridge in the middle of pasture land. Pass through Coryton Farm yard and bear right 
after the house and then left on the road. Soon bear right at the junction on a left hand bend and then look for the Public 
Bridleway after some 200m off to left. This takes you along a leafy way to emerge - peace and quiet over- on the fast and 
noisy A35. Cross - again with care - and up the lane back to the start.

Chris, who lives in Talaton, has been a keen walker and mountaineer all his life, enjoying hikes throughout the UK and abroad. He 
has written 3 books describing the scenic wonders of East Devon, the Tale Valley and beyond. His informal and approachable 
style encourages all to get out and explore. "Great Walks in East Devon", "More Great Walks in East Devon" and "Great Walks 
around Ottery St Mary" are on sale at Talaton's Community Shop, Whimple Stores and the Curious Otter Bookshop in Ottery St 
Mary.







WINTER WATCH OUT FOR YOUR WOOF!
by Jude Davidson

GUIDE DOGS APPEAL FOR VOLUNTEERS IN HONITON
The local branch of  the charity Guide Dogs is urgently looking for new volunteers in 
Honiton. They are in need of people to run the local fundraising group, which organises 
community events and collections to help raise much needed funds. The charity relies on 
donations to keep its vital services running and has suffered with the impact of Covid-19 
putting a dent in much of their face to face activities over the summer.

Guide Dogs has local fundraising groups across the country. This means that people can volunteer in their local 
communities and make a difference, while getting involved with a fun and positive group. Much of the activity is currently 
happening virtually with the hope of getting back out to the community safely when 
restrictions ease.

There are around 2 million people living with sight loss in the UK. Guide Dogs supports 
people with a visual impairment to maintain their independence and live the life they 
choose. They provide a range of services from the iconic guide dog service, support for 
children and young people and volunteer-led services such as My Sighted Guide (a 
two-legged guide rather than a four legged one!)

To provide these services the charity relies on an army of incredible volunteers, and in 
Honiton they urgently need a dedicated coordinator to lead the group.

Whether you have lots of spare time or just an hour a week, the group has room for 
anyone interested in getting involved. Full training and support provided. To apply go to 
https://www.guidedogs.org.uk/volunteer or call the local team on 0345 143 0204.

In the depths of winter lurk dangers beneath the leaves for your daring 
dog but there is nothing better than a bright sunny crisp day with truly 
stunning scenes to be had when you venture into the countryside. So let?s 
have the knowledge to keep safe, avoid those scary moments and enjoy 
the winter wonders.

Winter Poisons 

Acorns, conkers, some wild mushrooms, mould, road salt, anti-freeze, 
alcohol gel and poinsettias are the biggest poison killers during the winter. 
With lasting health issues and worse, keeping your dog away from these 
is a must. Holding a dog's focus through games and play or keeping a 
muzzle on to stop the guzzle on will prevent your dog from eating what 
they shouldn?t.

Winter Care 

Buy your dog a coat. Unless they are a big hairy beast that is designed for 
arctic conditions or you completely trust that they don?t need one, then 
invest. Small dogs, puppies, old, short haired, skinny or hot climate dogs are susceptible to hypothermia and just 
chatting for 10 minutes could cause your dog real discomfort. Ligament damage, sprains, arthritis and joint pain are all 
very common complaints when the temperature drops, which can lead to long term illness. Make sure your dog's 
sleeping area is draft free; if they don?t want to sleep in their bed it maybe because there is a cold breeze blowing over 
them and it?s not comfortable .Ice and snowballs can collect on your dogs hairy feet leading to sores and injuries. Hairy 
feet can actually protect your dog from frostbite, my advice would be not to trim the hair but keep an eye on them. Lack 
of exercise because of the weather is a massive killer so letting your dog get fat will lower the life span and cost you a 
fortune in vet bills.

Winter Dangers 

These include dogs getting spooked and running off in the dark. A lot of dogs get run over this way so putting a 
fluorescent strip or flashing collar on your dog will go a long way to protect them. Flooded rivers, ice on ponds and rivers 
can get not only your dog into trouble but you as well. It?s always best not to trust your dog in these circumstances if they 
love the water; they will not make a rational decision if they have a strong habit of going for a swim.

A total of 13 cases of Alabama rot within a 20 mile radius of Honiton have been reported since 2012. It does seem to be 
a winter disease. We currently don?t know how this is transmitted but it is suggested that washing your dog's feet after 
muddy walks and discouraging them from drinking muddy puddles may help prevent it.

 

 







MEMORIES OF DECEMBER 2010



OUR COMMUNITY SPACES

Honiton?s Community Use Building (The CUB) at the bottom of School Lane is set to be 
handed to the community of Honiton in the new year in a welcome move by Devon County 
Council who are the current owners of the building which has been managed by Honiton 
Community College. The CUB, previously known as ?Honiton Youth Centre' has been a 
key building in the lives of many Honitonians over the last 40 to 50 years. It is currently the 
home of Honiton Youth Club, The 729 Club, and Honiton Parent & Toddler and the 
meeting place for other community groups. The recently formed Honiton Men?s Shed is 
located in the grounds of this valuable community asset.

A new Community Interest Company ?Honiton Community Spaces?, whose membership is 
made of members of the CUB users and other community representatives, has been set 
up to take on the ownership of the building from Devon County Council. This will ensure 

the retention of the building for the town for many years. They look forward to taking on this responsibility and 
continuing a really good relationship with the College.

Chairman of the new company, Mike Jones, said; ?We are grateful to the County Council for 
passing over the use of the building and grateful fo Honiton Town Council and other local 
charities for their financial support. Over the years the fabric of the building has deteriorated 
and needs considerable work to make it fit for purpose. However we have the skills amongst 
out team to make this happen and we hope to have plans to develop the building available in 
the new year. In the meantime we are carrying out some essential work in order to ensure 
that the existing users and other community groups can make the most of the building. We 
look forward to sharing more of our exciting plans in the new year.?

 

CUB to be handed over to the Community

Huge thanks to all who came to our socially-distanced 
cinema screenings in the last weekend of October. Having 
put in place all the government measures to be a 
Covid-safe venue, we loved welcoming you back and it 
was fantastic to see some familiar faces enjoying the 
movies again.

It was really good to get such positive feedback about 
how re-assuring our Covid safety measures are and how 
much folk enjoyed returning to their venue to get the big 
screen experience again.

Obviously, due to Lockdown 2, we?ve had to pause our 
events and room bookings but we look forward to 
re-opening in December. (Hopefully!)

As you can see in our advert we have rescheduled the 
dates for Military Wives and War Horse and tickets bought 
for the November dates will be valid for the new date. If 
you wish to change your booking, please ring the Box 
Office 01404 384050 leave a message and you will be 
contacted.

Book tickets with the confidence that if any screening is 
cancelled due to Covid restrictions you will be entitled to a 
refund (excluding booking fee).

During such turbulent times we are incredibly grateful to 
all of those who have kindly donated their ticket price for 
cancelled events and who have supported The Beehive 
charity with generous donations, these will make a huge 
difference to us over the coming months. If you would like 
to support us please take a look at 
www.beehivehoniton.co.uk/donate for our fundraising 
page.

Wishing everyone a very Happy, Healthy Christmas from all at The Beehive, let?s hope we kick Covid into touch 
soon and have a fabulous 2021!

The Beehive will Bounce Back!



NATURE NOTES

If you have anything 'wildlife related' you would like to show me or tell me about, please get in touch at 
vernonwhitlock@aol.com

I woke up to another dark, damp morning. Feeling miserable I turned on the 
radio to cheer myself up but was greeted by more bad news. Whilst I 
considered whether to pull the duvet over my head and go back to sleep for 
the rest of the winter or throw the radio out the window, I heard it! I was not 
sure for a moment, but yes! There was a robin singing loudly outside my 
bedroom window illuminated in the glow of a streetlight. I immediately felt 
better.

Back in March when we had the first lockdown it was the start of spring and I 
spent my time recording birds and the other wildlife in my garden, but this is 
the start of winter! Everything I had recorded earlier in the year has either died 
down, is hibernating or has moved elsewhere.

The positivity of this time of year is that some of the birds that have come from 
elsewhere have arrived with us. The autumn migration brings birds from the 
north of England and northern Europe to spend the winter here in the south 
west. The chances are that the robin outside my window may not be a local 

resident but a visitor from northern Europe. Either way it is very welcome.

Nature is good for us. A lot of scientific thinking confirms that we are happier, healthier and more resilient the more time 
we spend with nature. Visiting birds do it for me and brighten up my day. From my robin to the many migrant birds that 
have moved here for the winter and to the sparrows that have moved back to spend their nights in the nest box on my 
wall, they are all welcome and spending time observing them makes me feel good.

Many of you reading this column will already be feeding birds in your garden and will have your regular visitors but, as 
with the robin, the chances are that the blackbirds and chaffinches beneath your bird table have moved down from the 
north. Look out for the siskins and blackcaps and the other birds which join them, tempted from the wider countryside to 
your garden feeders.

Winter migrants are now all around us and looking upwards is often the best way to see 
them. Flocks of redwings, fieldfares and starlings are here for the season and can be seen 
surveying the landscape from the tops of trees in our towns and villages. In Honiton one of 
the best places to look out for these winter visitors is in the tops of the horse chestnut and 
lime trees outside the Evangelical Church in the High Street.  Checking the church tower 
at St Pauls is also worthwhile as, along with the pigeons and jackdaws, in previous winters 
it has also been the regular winter roost for a peregrine falcon, the world?s fastest bird!

Several years ago I was approached by the churchwarden who was responsible for 
sweeping up remains of peregrine meals from beneath the church tower. Amongst the 
remains was a bird he could not identify. I was asked if I had any idea. I initially thought it 
was some form of wader but took the remains home to 
check with my guide books. They turned out to be a 
woodcock, a bird that in all my years of birdwatching I had 
only seen once and was the last thing I thought I would find 
in the centre of town. Woodcock are secretive winter 

migrants and many thousands arrive in the UK from Russia each year, but how had our 
local peregrine managed to catch so many? Reading up it would seen that peregrines use 
the streetlights of our town to their advantage. Flying high they are able to see the birds 
silhouetted against the light and woodcock have a quick flight but poor maneuverability, 
which makes them easy targets for the peregrine. I always try to remember to stop and 
look whilst I?m walking the High Street and our country lanes, and over the years have 
been rewarded by seeing such rarities as red kite and osprey flying over our town.

I hope that this winter you manage to get pleasure out of watching our local and visiting 
birds and hope they give you as much happiness as they do me. I?m still waking up to the 
sound of my robin singing in the dark of the morning and nature continues to brighten my 
day.

Keep Looking Up!

Thanks to wildlife photographer Brian Davis from Herefordshire, and a frequent visitor to Honiton, for the excellent photo of the robin.



GETTING THE MOST OUT OF YOUR DEVICE

Staying safe 
online is 
something we all 
strive to do and 
many of us have 
our own 
methods, even if 
that includes not 
doing something. 
To start with, 
your computer 
needs to be 

up-to-date and clean of infections and potentially 
unwanted programs. Other than that, be careful what you 
click on, rather than clicking an advert - search the 
company directly (just in case).For the most part, these 
are the tools one will need in order to be pretty darn 
secure online.

A second email address: A mobile phone: Two-Factor 
Authentication: PayPal: Password manager.

 A second email address (or a third) is great for having as 
a recovery option in case you are locked out of your main 
email account. A mobile phone is a great personal 
authentication tool, it does not have to be a smartphone. 
Two-factor authentication uses your mobile phone to 
authenticate you. PayPal is a good secure way of paying 

for things and a password manager will securely sign you 
into your accounts. It may all sound a bit daunting at first 
but once you have the hang of it, it?s very easy. 

The reason to have two-factor authentication on all your 
online accounts is so that even if someone else has your 
correct log in details they will not be able to use them on 
an unrecognised device without you giving it the OK from 
your mobile phone first. So, the common theme here is 
authentication, along with that we also have encryption.

PayPal will allow you to pay using your credit, debit card 
or bank account without you having to manually type them 
in. Not everywhere takes PayPal but for most of us that 
use eBay and quite a number of other online stores, it is 
very handy. PayPal encrypts all your payment details.

 Let?s return back to passwords. A password manager is 
considered today to be the best and most secure way of 
using passwords and is just one part of your ?swiss army 
knife ?internet toolkit. If your passwords are in a document 
on your computer then I strongly urge you to change your 
method - print it off and put it in a folder or at least 
password protect the document - this can be done in both 
Word and Libre Office. This type of password 
management really is not safe.

There is much more about this on my website at 
www.mwatkins.net

by Michaela Watkins



ADAM THE GARDENER

Gardening is often seen as a hobby for middle aged people 
and older people that lead more settled lives. Naturally more 
of this group have gardens. This year the Royal Horticultural 
Society reports over 3 million people in this country have 
grown something for the first time; I bet they are not all middle 
aged or over. Whether one grows fruit and vegetables to eat, 
or ornamental plants, the health and well being benefits of 
cultivating a patch are well documented. Up and down the 
country there are just more and more community gardening 
schemes, where people without gardens can garden. So in an 
effort to encourage gardeners, old and new, to cultivate their 
interest further, here are a few gardening gift ideas.

Tools are a great place to start, especially those that are well 
crafted and of quality. Several years ago I was given a T 
shaped parcel about the same height as myself; it turned out 
to be a hand made wooden rake. As a gardener that collects 

tools I already had a wooden rake - I possibly didn't hide my embarrassment. The making of this rake had been featured 
on BBC Countryfile and my wife had secretly ordered me one. On close examination this was a superior tool, all 
handcrafted in ash, very strong, with no metal parts at all - in fact some of the bracing had been curved using steam. My 
most valued tool is my secateurs, they are Swiss and have a swiveling handle that makes them more comfortable; they 
weren't cheap but they are a joy to use and easy to sharpen. I carry them in a leather pouch on my belt. Many years ago 
a friend gave me a willow trug that he had made, I have used this gift so many times for harvesting and carrying small 
tools. Willow containers benefit from getting wet so they are excellent for washing vegetables before bringing them into 
the kitchen. Gloves and knee pads always make useful gardening gifts.

For younger gardeners packets of seeds can be exciting. Browsing through the seed catalogues there are so many 
unusual varieties to try. This year I grew mini cucumbers for the first time; so easy and with a couple of plants you can 
pick the small fruit every day in summer, and if you miss them they just get bigger. Over five years ago I was given 
several packets of French beans, yellow, purple, and green. Ever since then I have saved a few seed to start off the next 
year, it was that brilliant present that I wished I had thought of. If you are looking for 'seeds' to plant in December, garlic is 
just the thing and there are a great selection of varieties available through seed companies.

Gardening books can be a source of inspiration and a great gift. For those growing edible produce I noticed a very well 
illustrated book published by D&K 'The Allotment Handbook'; it is packed full of photographs, especially useful are those 
showing the pests and diseases you might get. Personally I like reference books on plant groups that interest me, written 
by specialists that grow those plants. It is from such books you can get useful inside knowledge gleaned from years of 
experience. Be selective - there are so many gardening books published, many are full of second hand information 
gleaned from other books.

The possibilities for gardening gifts are endless, maybe the obvious choice is a hardy plant that will last for many years. If 
you just can't decide National Gardening Gift Tokens are a great scheme run by the Horticultural Trades Association; they 
allow vouchers purchased in one garden centre to be exchanged in another. When you buy a gardener a gardening gift 
you can encourage an interest that might be lifelong and can benefit the planet in just a small way.

Gifts for Gardeners



CAN YOU HELP THE LEAGUE OF FRIENDS?
Despite rumours to 
the contrary, Honiton 
Hospital is functioning 
at full pace, with 
outpatient clinics 
continuing to take 
place and the 

fantastic MIU keeping us all safe and helping to relieve 
the main A & E department. The site is also home to our 
fantastic Community Team including our wonderful 
Admiral Nurse.

Honiton Hospital & Community League of Friends 
continues to support both the hospital and the local 
community as it has done for years. One of the major 
objectives of the League of Friends is to encourage, 
foster and maintain the interest and support of the public 
in our hospital and community teams. We aim to 
supplement the service provided for the health, welfare 
and comfort of patients and staff by the provision of 
facilities, equipment and care. Recently we have 
purchased, agreed to purchase or supported a vast array 
of equipment and services throughout Honiton and the 
surrounding areas.

 For example:

6 chemotherapy chairs for the outreach Force service

2 dressing trolleys for the Minor Injuries Unit

3 Paediatric SATS probes for the Minor Injuries Unit

2 public access defibrillators for Honiton

Cookery sessions for Halff (Health & Local Food for 
Families) in support of the Open Arms Mental Health 
Support Group

Equipment for the Renal Dialysis Unit

A Doppler machine for Honiton Surgery leg ulcer clinic

Senior Citizens? Christmas Lunch at Honiton College 
2019

A scanner for the Bladder and Bowel clinic

Outpatient trolleys for the Audiology Department

A vandal proof picnic table and bench for Jerrard Wing

A Hover Jack mattress for use by the Community Teams

In these difficult times we know there is a constant call 
for you to help out but we can only continue these 
activities with your support. For only £5 per year you can 
become a ?Friend? and help us to carry on this vital work. 
A Standing Order Mandate form can be completed and 
dropped off at the hospital reception for the attention of 
the League of Friends. Alternatively, any donations can 
be left at the hospital for our attention.

We thank you in advance and look forward to continuing 
our work within Honiton and the surrounding 
communities.



NEW TO THE HIGH STREET

Having worked in the 
retail industry since 
leaving school at the age 
of 16, Sarah started her 
retail journey on a fast 
tracked management 
training programme 
within the Arcadia group 
before moving on to a 
management position 
with Monsoon/ 
Accessorize.

After working for leading retail companies on the high 
street, it?s independent retail where Sarah?s passion lies 
and she hopes to use the skills and product knowledge 
she?s gained over the years to make Fig & Ivy a success.

Sarah has always dreamed of owning her 
own shop and in October her dream 
became  a reality and Fig & Ivy opened 
its doors for the first time.

Fig and Ivy offers a wide range of 
products including: ladies fashion, home 
interiors, children?s clothing and a range 
of gifts for every occasion. With that in 
mind Sarah believes that Fig & Ivy can 
offer something for everyone and looks 
forwards to opening the doors to the shop 
again in December.

Fig & Ivy

The face behind Devon Facial 
Aesthetics, a new business opening 
in Honiton, is Vic, an NMC registered 
midwife and qualified midwifery 
lecturer with degrees in biological 
science and in midwifery, as well as a 
Master?s degree and a Higher 
Education Associate Fellow teaching 
qualification.One of the reasons for 

becoming a midwife was wanting to help, support and 
empower women during an exciting yet uncertain time of 
their lives. Through the years working clinically as a 
midwife she noticed many women feeling self-conscious 
about their bodies and often struggling to adapt to the 
changes to their body after having a baby; She focused 
her Masters degree research around mental health of 
women and found that women feel a lot of pressure to act 
or look a certain way in today?s society.

"Whilst promoting normality is at the forefront of what I do 
as a midwife and helping women to embrace the changes 
that occur during pregnancy and childbirth. I also feel 
strongly that women, or men, may feel that some subtle 
aesthetic treatments to enhance their natural features may 
make all the difference to their perception of themselves 
and their self confidence. This is the reason I have 
decided to create my own aesthetics business. I?ve 
thought about doing aesthetics for many years and in 
September I finally attended my training for facial 
aesthetics treatments at Devon and Cornwall Training 

Academy in Exmouth. Here the trainers, who are 
registered nurses, only teach medical professionals who 
already have the knowledge of biology and physiology and 
the clinical skills of injecting. My aesthetic practitioner 
qualification allows me to offer lip fillers, cheek fillers and 
anti-wrinkle treatments.The aesthetics industry is currently 
unregulated and it can be a frightening place for people 
who would like aesthetic treatments to find the right 
practitioner to go to. What I would like to achieve with 
Devon Facial Aesthetics is a professional, medical practice 
delivering natural looking aesthetic treatments. I will be 
practising under the nursing and midwifery code of 
conduct and running the clinic adhering to the standards 
we hold for medical professionals working in the NHS. I 
am fully insured with cosmetic medical malpractice 
insurance company Cosmetic Insure and I am also a 
member of the Aesthetic Complications Expert Group 
(ACE).?

Stalled by Covid, Vic has used this time 
to get even more training completed 
and ensure all the final touches are in 
place for when lockdown is lifted. You 
will find her at Devon Permanent 
Makeup in Honiton High Street.

Facebook - @devonfacialaesthetics

Instagram -@devonfacialaesthetics 

Website -www.devonfacialaesthetics.com

Devon Facial Aesthetics



WORDS OF CHRISTMAS
by Jennie Sleeman

Thank you for your feedback on the magazine

I think this is a beautiful production and loved reading all the many varied articles. It feels so 
luxurious and completely different to most community magazines/pamphlets.  Jan

?Christmas,? said cookery 
writer Delia Smith, ?is a 
thoroughly good thing.?

One of the most moving 
experiences is singing on 
Christmas Eve Christina 
Rosetti?s hauntingly moving 
?In the bleak mid-winter, 
Frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, 
Water like a stone, Snow 
had fallen, snow on snow.?

Shakespeare, too, found it rather chilly, as he describes in 
the apt-named poem 'Winter': 'When icicles hang by the 
wall. And Dick the shepherd blows his nail, And Tom 
bears logs into the hall, And milk comes frozen home in 
pail:?

For Dickens, it wasn?t just the cold that his characters 
faced. As Scrooge went home on Christmas Eve, the fog 
was so intense that the ?ancient tower of a 
church? became invisible and struck the hours and 
quarters in the clouds, with tremulous vibrations 
afterwards, as if its teeth were chattering in its frozen 
head up there.?

Perhaps more common is the ? typical Christmas morning 
of the good old-fashioned sort; a slight misty haze, aided 
by a frost? the trees and hedges in ? .glittering, 
scintillating white? as angler J.W. Martin recalled in 1906

Decorating homes and workplaces adds a sparkling, 
memorable quality. In ?Christmas? by John Betjemin, 
?Provincial public houses blaze?, ?And London shops on 
Christmas Eve are strung with silver bells and flowers?, 
whilst ?On lighted tenements I gaze Where paper 
decorations hang.?

On Christmas Eve, Laurie Lee collected ?sharp-spiked 
holly, bunches of laurel and ivy, and clusters of moon-pale 
mistletoe? to transform the kitchen into ?an enchanted 
bower?. Also, in the kitchen was the ?Christmas crown?, 
the tree ?mysterious and sparkling, still dripping with 
snow.?

Often, though, it is the small things that are so special. 
Laurie Lee, carol-singing with other choir boys, recalls 
being ?rewarded with handfuls of coppers, hot mince pies, 
tangerines ? gifts as precious as gold or myrrh.?

For Lee, one of the most magical experiences of a 
childhood Christmas was going to bed on Christmas Eve 
with a ?long stocking hanging on the bedpost, empty? and 
then, ? it was like the opening of a flower in the dark. A 
minute ago there was just the limp, dead stocking. Now it 

was hung heavy, bulging with gifts.? ?Of all the moments in 
childhood,? he continues,? this must remain the most 
haunting, most unforgettable: the drowsy hand in the cold 
of the winter?s dawn reaching out as a test of hope, then 
suddenly finding itself filled like the weight of love, 
bestowed silently while it slept. No matter how early it 
was, we sat up in our nightshirts, lit our candles and 
began our (Christmas) day.' Amongst the toys, ?we?d find 
a wrapped bull?s eye, a Brazil nut, a russet apple, a 
couple of figs or a tangerine.?

Not all gifts, though, are received quite as the giver would 
wish.

In her early 20C autobiographical account of life in the 
Forest of Dean, Winifred Foley?s longed-for doll was ?the 
ugliest apology for a doll one could ever hope not to see? 
and ?looked for all the world like an old, darned, black 
woollen stocking, lumpily stuffed, with a bit of old ribbon 
tied tightly round the foot to form its head. The eyes were 
two odd-sized buttons, and it grimaced from ear to ear 
with a red woollen gash of a mouth.?

Foley wasn?t the only disappointed recipient of a gift. As 
you will know from the nursery rhyme, ?On the sixth day of 
Christmas, My true love sent to me Six geese a-laying.? 
The reaction, according to John Julins Norwich, was 
probably not anticipated by her ardent admirer, as she 
replied in a letter,

?Dear Edward ? whatever I expected to find when I 
opened the front door this morning, it certainly wasn?t six 
socking great geese laying eggs all over the doorstep. 
Frankly, I rather hoped you had stopped sending me birds 
? we have no room for them and they have already ruined 
the croquet lawn.? Unfortunately, the hint wasn?t taken. A 
later ?thank you? letter complained, ?This is the last straw. 
You know I detest bagpipes. The place has now become 
something between a menagerie and a madhouse and a 
man from the council has declared it unfit for habitation.?

For many writers, it is the food and gathering of friends 
and families that makes Christmas the special occasion 
that it is. Cooks will sympathise with Mrs Cratchit?s anxiety 
that the precious pudding 
was undercooked, or 
even stolen, but it was, 
according to Bob Cratchit, 
?A wonderful pudding!?

We?ll let Thomas Tusser 
have the last word. ?At 
Christmas play and make 
good cheer, For 
Christmas comes but 
once a year.?



BUYING AT AUCTION FOR BEGINNERS - PART I
It is the time of year when we 
think about plans for the New 
Year - as much as we can do 
this year! If you have not 
bought anything at auction 
before, then add ?going to a 
Chilcotts auction? to your ?to 
do? list.

Buying at auction is a fun and, 
usually, social activity! You 
can find unusual items 
allowing you to furnish and 

accessorise your home in a very personal and stylish way, 
sometimes there are bargains to be had and you can pick 
up unique gifts.

Like learning to drive, you will find that the process 
remains the same however, in the same way that 
levers/switches differ from car to car, each auction room 
will have its own slight variances.

Finding Auctions: the local papers are a great starting 
point when wanting to find out which auctions are on. It is 
a good idea to check the auctioneer?s website or follow 
them on social media to get any updates. For serious 
collectors, companies such as the-saleroom.com offer a 
lot alert service.

Viewing Auctions: all auctioneers these days have 
on-line catalogues available at least a few days before the 
public viewing days. Operating within the Covid-19 
restrictions, the on-line catalogues will usually have 
several images of each lot, include details of size and any 

damage. At time of writing, we do not know whether we 
will be able to have viewing in person before our 
December 12th auction; after the first lockdown we had 
viewings by appointment.

Reading the Lot Descriptions: good auction rooms will 
take time and care to accurately describe the items, or 
?Lots?, for sale and will stand by their descriptions. Be 
aware that ?Chippendale style? does not mean 
?Chippendale?, ?Antique? is a wide description which means 
that the item is at least 100 years old, pictures ? are they 
prints or originals, ?Silver plate? is not solid silver, ?restored? 
?damaged? etc.; if in doubt, check with the auctioneer.

Inspecting the Lots: if you want more details about the lot 
then request a condition report or extra images. When 
viewing in person do not be timid - ask the saleroom staff 
for any extra information about the lots that you are 
interested in and for help with a closer inspection: 
under/behind the item. Remember the auctioneer will 
welcome and encourage ?private? buyers, just ask and you 
will receive help and advice.

Attend auctions, or view the catalogues online, with an 
open mind - you might be searching for a particular object, 
but something else may be available in the auction that is 
too good to miss. If you are buying furniture, rugs, or 
mirrors - double check the size and how it will fit into your 
own home before you bid!

The bidding process will be covered in the next issue. In 
the meantime, Chilcotts in Silver Street, Honiton, is 
working away behind the scenes - we are able to help 
answer telephone, email and WhatsApp enquires.



A VIEW FROM THE HILLS
by Miranda Gudenian

The pedlar stands near the top of the window in the north transept of Yarcombe church, silent witness to centuries of 
change.No one knows the name of the glassmaker but at the time he fixed that piece of stained glass into the window 
? probably in the middle of the fourteenth century - the pedlar would have been a familiar figure, wandering the roads 
with his pannier of wares supported by two poles across his shoulders.It is not difficult to imagine his arrival in the 
village, the men and women bending to their toil in the meadows and glebe lands straightening their backs and calling 
out to him in greeting, his annual visit almost as much a highlight in their lives as Christmas itself. Lodging for a night 
at the Church House which we now know as The Yarcombe Inn, the pedlar, mug of ale in hand, would spread his 
wares on the table under the oak beams: lace and thread, bolts of cloth woven in Tiverton.

There he stands, frozen in time in the church window, watching history pass.He has seen 
the pity of war and the blessing of peace; times of want and plenty; winters with snow 
piled high against cottage walls, summer harvests in sun-baked fields; the turbulence of 
change, every human emotion, and more than six hundred Christmases.

?One of the things I miss most in all this wretched business is the sound of church bells,? 
my friend Diana said when I phoned to find out how she and James were faring in this 
second lockdown. I agreed. The bells in Yarcombe church arrived a few centuries later 
than the pedlar: two not long after the death of the Virgin Queen, three as the 
Hanoverians ascended the throne, a sixth in 1966. It will be a poorer Christmas this year 
without their peals from the tower high above the Yarty valley.

Diana is preparing for Christmas, pickling red cabbage and making rosehip jelly, her 
alternative to cranberry jelly, the hips picked from the shrub roses that line a path in her 
kitchen garden.Two batches of mince pies are already in the freezer - those that were not 
palmed, still steaming, by James from the wire tray on the kitchen table. We reminisce 
about past Christmases, Diana recalling carol services at Exeter cathedral, the great bells 
calling, choir voices soaring, and then emerging to find the green in front of the cathedral 
white with frost. It will be sad not attending this year, she says, sad too if her scattered 
family cannot congregate around the farmhouse table on Christmas Day. James, in his 
nineties now, has been none too well of late and could do with the boost of seeing them 
all. Then her voice regains its usual briskness. We just have to make the best of it, she 
says, we have to make it a proper Christmas.

It doesn?t feel like a few weeks to Christmas. It?s warm enough for the honeybees to be 
foraging among the purple flowers of salvias in the border near the house. Later I go down to the village to post a 
letter. The valley is bathed in green-gold light and as I step from the car at the postbox by the lychgate a robin is 
singing sweetly. I stand for a moment looking at the church tower where the bells wait; looking at The Yarcombe Inn 
with its darkened windows.

I think back to last Christmas, to carols at the inn, the bar packed, 
laughter, firelight, the clink of glasses, people calling greetings to one 
another. ?Any requests?? shouts Nick above the din. Maggie at the piano 
strikes up a chord. We sing ?Good King Wenceslas?, ?Hark the Herald?, 
?Silent Night?, ?The Holly and the Ivy?. On we go, some joining in, others 
listening. Then the rousing finale, Yarcombe?s own version of the ?Twelve 
Days of Christmas?, each verse ending with the words ?? and a pub on a 
very dodgy bend.?

Scholars suggest that ?The Holly and The Ivy? was sung long before it 
became a Christmas carol, using local variations of words and tunes to 
celebrate the triumph of light at the darkest time of the year when the sun 
is furthest from the earth. A few tweaks after the arrival of St Augustine 
linked it to another triumph of light over darkness, the birth of Jesus 
Christ.

Hope: the message of Christmas, the message of the Winter Solstice. 
?The rising of the sun and the running of the deer.? It will be a bit different 
this year, but we will bring indoors those brightly berried branches, send 
cards, wrap presents, switch on the fairy lights, plait an ivy garland for the 
door.

In the shadows of the North Transept the pedlar watches as another 
Christmas unfolds.



UP ART 20
Chas Wilson and Alistair Brice came up with the idea of a local pop up Art 
gallery over an early doors pint in The Sidmouth Arms, Upottery in 
September

Both art enthusiasts and talented local craftsmen, they were keen to support 
the local pub, local artists and also encourage greater community spirit in 
these exceptional times - so Up Art 20 was born.

They enlisted Emma Salter the pub manager and Sarah Edwards and Sarah 
Burchett, both local entrepreneurs, to help with bringing the concept to life 
and marketing the Pop Up gallery with a planned opening date of November 
12th and carrying on through December.

Chas has curated an eclectic mix of artwork from over 20 local artists and 
friends

Their creations will be showcased in the new Art Room at The Sidmouth 
Arms and bookings will be taken for visitors to view and purchase from 
November 12th? entrance will be free

For more information about the event and the artists on show follow us 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/UpArt20

Anyone interested in reserving a time for a free viewing can ring Chas 
on 07394 992922

Thank you for your feedback on the magazine

Best local magazine ever: interesting, well written (good grammar and wonderful, 
wonderful nature photographs). A big thank-you to all the contributors



 

BERTIE'S CHRISTMAS CAPERS
Hello! My name is Bertie and as a young Working Cocker Spaniel I am 
one very lucky pooch. I live in a beautiful valley near Honiton, and 
Hembury Fort is my castle.

Some people say that for each of your human years you count seven 
for a dog which would make me about seventeen in terms of my life 
span. It is also thought that a dog's emotional age remains about the 
same as a human four-year-old.

This would explain why I am always full of joy and wonderment at the 
world around me and why Christmas is such a super exciting time. It 
may also account for the naughty streak in me that mostly provokes a 
fond smile from my humans but sometimes gets me into a whole heap 
of trouble.

Christmas for all of us this year is a bit topsy turvy tinged by this virus 
thing causing the humans extra worry and making it difficult to plan the 
usual merry occasions filled with parties, presents, friends and family.

Like you perhaps, my humans have plodded on trying to do what they 
can under the circumstances to bring a little bit of festive spirit into our 
lives at Bertie HQ. Decorations, cards, a tree, tinsel, presents and 

sticky tape are all out and to be explored, particularly if left on the floor and unattended. My special skills at paper 
shredding are getting lots of practice .I am very good at getting hold of wrapping paper in my paws and then with my teeth 
tearing it all up into tiny little pieces; I do not eat it but leave it in a pile before moving on to the next bit. It is very exciting 
when presents are being unwrapped, it seems though that my talents in this direction are not quite so appreciated when 
we are in the wrapping up phase of the game.

One particular present in bright red paper has appeared under the tree with my name on it. I know from last year that it is 
bad form to open it up before Christmas Day so I am keeping an eye on it. My super sensitive nose tells me there is a 
Bonio in there along with a new toy from the pet shop, it could be a squeaky snowman or possibly a furry Brussels sprout 
or even another Father Christmas meerkat (my favourite from last year). On this occasion I will be a good boy and wait 
but meanwhile I am on the lookout just in case some other blighter tries to get in there and open it before me.

Another fantabulous aspect to this time of year are all the most delicious smells that waft around the house. I am on high 
alert in the kitchen from the end of November right through to the main event on Christmas Day and beyond - oh boy 
those sausages really get my juices flowing. Unfortunately, quite a bit of the food my humans have at this time of year is 
not good for us dogs; grapes, chocolates, nuts, raisins and alcohol are all on the forbidden list. This means no mince pies 
or chocolate yule log for us, mind you that does not stop me hoping. Alas usually it is a piece of chopped carrot or, if I am 
lucky, some turkey in my bowl at meal time along with a few extra doggie treats.

The very best bit about any Christmas is spending time with friends and family. I would give up all the rest just to have 
some fun time with our young humans and Maisie my ?BDFFL? (best doggie friend for life).

I really hope that you get to spend some time with the people and or pets you love this Christmas. As I have said before if 
you ever feel the need of a virtual hug I have plenty to spare and will happily send one your way sealed with a big 
slobbery doggy kiss!

A very special thank you to my human ?bestie? Julia for all the lovely walks and for putting a bit of Christmas magic on to 
the photo of Maisie and me ? I hope you like it.



£2  All Day Parking is Back

USEFUL INFORMATION

Free Safety Stickers
Able Community Care is a Norfolk 
home care company which was 
established in 1980 and now 
provides care 24/7 throughout the 
UK and beyond.

Having continually read 
news/articles flagging up the 
activities of doorstep criminals: 
fraudulent roofers, gardeners, 

service officials and other non-genuine visitors who target older 
people, as well as over the years having first-hand evidence from their 
own clients and carers, they decided to see if they could help prevent 
this on a small scale.

They therefore developed the Door Safety Sticker to give away to 
older people, having to date   sent out 60,000 upon request, since 
February 2019.

If you would like one of these very helpful free stickers,  either ring 
Able Community Care on 01603 764567 or email 
toinfo@ablecommunitycare.com.

Details will not be kept other than to send out the door sticker.

Following the 
success of the 
scheme last 
year, the £2 all 
day parking for 
East Devon Car 
Parks is back 
and runs from 1 
November 2020 
to 31 March 
2021. 

Please note the 
£2 ticket can be 
used all day 
between 8am 
and midnight 

and is transferable to any other car park in 
East Devon. 

Just one word of warning - it is not possible 
to adjust the Expiry Times on the pay 
machines so please ignore them.

Thank you for your feedback on the magazine

It was lovely to come into the office to find a copy of the Honiton Village News had 
been sent to me and included our Marathon in a Month story. Thank you for supporting 

us and I thoroughly enjoyed reading the September issue. Hospiscare



KEEPING CONNECTED THROUGH CHALLENGING TIMES

No matter what 
your life situation, 
2020 has been a 
year of great 
challenges whether 
you live in a family 
and have had to get 
to grips with 
home-schooling, 
have been shielded 
due to chronic 
health problems, 
live on your own 
and been separated 

from family, been furloughed, lost your job, seen your 
business suffer or have carried on throughout in your role 
as a key worker or volunteer.You may even have lost 
someone through the Covid-19 Coronavirus and had to 
cope with loss and bereavement in a world shaped by 
social distancing. Even the simple act of smiling at 
someone as you pass them in the street or shop has been 
affected by the wearing of a mask.

Every single one of us will have our own unique 
experience of living through a pandemic and all that has 
come with it. Even the most robust of us will have had 
some dark days where it has been hard to see ahead with 
any sense of hope or optimism. No amount of rose-tinted 
glasses can cause us to say that times have been good, 
but if we look closely there really are some glimmers of 
wonderfulness to be reflected upon.

Never before have our family, friends, neighbours and 
community been so relevant. Those that were able have 
stepped up and learned how good it can feel to offer time, 
friendship, or practical support to others in need, even to 
complete strangers. Through the various social media 
platforms, newspapers and local magazines or by word of 
mouth the various community support networks in Honiton 
and the surrounding villages have reached out and offered 
the help where needed. Our NHS and Social Services staff 
working out of Honiton Hospital and The Surgery have 
been there around the clock to ensure we are all looked 
after when ill and our care homes and care agencies have 
been brilliant at looking after some of the most vulnerable 
in our community. Our retail and hospitality sector workers 
have kept going, against the odds sometimes, to keep us 
fed and provided for.

A true community is not just about being physically close 
to each other, it is about feeling connected, that you 
belong, and that you have a part to play no matter how 
small that part may seem. Even though many of the 
community groups around have been unable to meet as 
normal most have found new and creative ways of keeping 
a connection with their members. The simple telephone 
has genuinely become a life line for us all and, for those 
that have been able, the virtual world of Facetime, Zoom 
and other internet set ups has enabled us actually to see 
and talk to our friends and family on a screen. Virtual 
meetings have become commonplace and they have 
allowed those running our community groups and 

important services to hold AGMs, make plans and 
generally keep active all the business of our community.

This sense of community and connection is not new, 
generations of local people have been members of, or put 
time, effort and energy into running, groups that form the 
very fabric of our society (from the Mothers Union to WI, 
Crafting and Lacemaking groups, Young Farmers, Youth 
Clubs, Scouts and Guides, Nursery Groups, the Mobile 
Library, Camera, History, Art and Stamp Collecting clubs, 
and all the sporting groups and not forgetting the WRVS 
who for years delivered cooked meals around the town, 
the Lions and their Duck race, the Round Table and their 
Father Christmas, the Carnival Committee, the British 
Legion, decades of night classes in the community 
college, choirs, gardening and reading groups and many 
more I am sure).

One of the most important things we can do is to let 
someone know that they are not alone. There are always 
new groups setting up and now we are able to promote 
information far and wide through the wonders of social 
media. This does not mean that before there was a 
vacuum in our community; notice boards, local papers, 
waiting rooms, word of mouth and the library may seem 
quaint now but they served us well for generations as a 
way of keeping connected and continue to do so with the 
addition of mobile phones, tablet and lap tops.

Looking ahead to 2021, and particularly through the long 
winter days ahead. we can feel proud to live in such a 
caring, connected and active community; we can respect 
and appreciate what has always worked well and embrace 
the new and exciting, we can hold hope in our hearts that 
with the development of vaccines and better treatments, 
gradually we will get the better of this particular 
Coronavirus and know that everyday life will gradually 
return to something that more resembles normal.

Meanwhile whatever is happening in your world this 
Christmas I wish you well and sincerely hope it includes 
the love, kindness and compassion of family, friends and 
neighbours and that you feel valued for your own special 
uniqueness by this wonderful community that we all call 
home.

by Heather Penwarden



COMMUNITY NEWS

We're delighted to announce that Honiton Carers Support Group has raised a total of £1,457.95 thanks to Co-op 
members who have supported our cause during the last 12 months. Honiton Carers would like to sincerely thank the 
public  for their ongoing support during this unprecedented time and we are absolutely amazed at the incredible 
result. We have had a great time fundraising in and out of store and would like to thank Kathryn Baker, Honiton Store 
Manager, and her team for making us feel so welcome. In addition the collection box situated at the Honiton Co-op 
store raised a total of £ 45.69. Thank you again to all the customers who supported us. Sadly we will not be able to 
celebrate in store this year due to Covid.

The money will enable us to provide professional Arts & Crafts sessions for the unpaid carers we support from 
Honiton & District, giving them much  needed and valued respite.

Honiton Carers Support Group would like to say a sincere thank you to all their carers and cared for and the public 
who all supported us by buying one or more of the Rotary raffle tickets we have been selling since lockdown started. 
We managed to raise a staggering total of £337 and are amazed and delighted at how well we have done despite the 
very challenging times we are going through.

The money will enable us to continue to provide our valued service for Honiton & District unpaid carers, their cared for 
and ex-carers.

Honiton Carers Support Group

Honiton Garden 
Club

Honiton Garden Club would 
like to wish all its members 

an enjoyable Christmas.

The committee is hoping to 
restart meetings  in March 

2021 and will be in touch as 
soon as things are clearer.

For more information about Honiton Carers Support Group please contact 
Winnie Cameron on winniekjaer@btinternet.com or telephone 07974 636926

The group meets weekly on a Tuesday evening via Zoom. This 
allows important discussion on fundraising and provides fellowship 
which is important to the members. The aim is to have a great deal 
of fun and make new friends. Take a look at our website Otter 
Valley Rotary for future events and for up to date information on 
forthcoming talks. New members are very welcome. You can also 
follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 

Remembrance Sunday 8th November - Otter Valley Rotary laid 
wreaths at Ottery St Mary, West Hill and Honiton war memorials. At 
the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember 
them . 

Santa Fun Run - We are thrilled to be holding our Santa Fun Run 
around Ottery St Mary on  13th December  The 4.6km course is 
through Ottery town centre and the riverside paths, starting at the 
Land of Canaan park. We would love families to participate to enjoy 
this run . All competitors will be provided with a Santa hat. Mince 
pies and drinks at finish. Entry forms will be made available at the 
end of November. Entry fee is  £5 per person, £2 for under16?s , 
£10 for a family. Please see our website for details of the course. 
Look out for our Facebook page Otter Valley Rotary where further 
announcements will be made. All proceeds will go to local charities. 
Event may be subject to change due to any further Government 
announcements in the response to the Covid situation. 

Community Raffle - This is a raffle which helps local 
groups/charities by providing the raffle tickets to sell, the 
group/charity keep 90 pence from each £1 ticket sold. This has 
been an excellent fundraiser for many groups over the past few 
years. Due to new Covid restrictions the drawing of the raffle has 
been delayed as we cannot comply with licensing rules at the 
present time.



COMMUNITY NEWS

After the Second World War and before 
they went home, German prisoners who 
were housed at Honiton were assigned to 
work on local farms.

This is one of the Christmas gifts which Otto 
Krasch made for the Lawrence family of 
Dalwood in 1946. It is now displayed in 
Honiton Museum.

Honiton Museum is now 
open Tuesdays and 
Saturdays from 10-4

(check times before 
visiting) 

Our November meeting was brought forward one week to avoid the second shut down due to the 
ongoing pandemic; six members attended all suitably masked up. We were pleased to give two 
donations at this meeting, one of £500 to The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal and one of £250 to 
The Kings Centre Food Bank.

We have started planning our fund raising for 2021 in 
the hope that things will be getting back to some sort of 
normality. Our first event next year will be our giant 
Easter egg draw at various locations,for £1 per square 

on the card. Our Classic Car and Tractor Rally will take place at The Market 
Charter Day on Allhallows field on July 31st from 10am to 4pm. Entry Forms 
will be available on line in the New Year or ask any Lion member.

From May onwards we will be selling draw tickets for our Grand Summer 
Draw which will be on sale up to 2pm on September 5th when the draw will 
take place at The Otter Inn. Unfortunately, due to declining membership of 
The Lions Club, the Duck Race is now not going to happen in 2021, but if we 
have an increase in membership this could be resurrected in the future.

May I on behalf of the Lions Club thank you all for continued support and 
wish you all a very Happy Christmas and Covid free New Year. Any 
information on Lions Clubs International,especially membership, as always 
give me Brian the Lion a call on 01404 43738.See you all in 2021.

We congregated in the Jubilee Hall car park 
in October to watch the handover of 
?Obama the Llama? from one barefoot 
walker to another. Warrant Officer Paul 
Brenton was continuing a challenge to walk 
2 of the legs of a walk from Lands End to 
Edinburgh Castle via Downing Street in aid 
of the ?Hope for Hasti? charity to fund 
research into ?Cornelia de Lange 
Syndrome?. Launched by Major Chris 

Brannigan whose daughter Hasti suffers from this condition, which is 
identified with reduced growth, global development delay, feeding 
problems, speech and language difficulties, hearing problems and in 
many cases limb abnormalities. It is rare for such children to reach 
adulthood, there is no cure and round the clock care is needed. Chris 
completed his solo barefoot walk which was widely covered on TV 
and decided to throw out a challenge to others, mainly in the military, 
who may wish to help. The route was divided into 126 legs and Paul 
had chosen to walk legs 28 and 29 which would take him from 
Yarcombe to Kingstone Cross in Ilminster via Chilworthy. Nicky was 5 
miles away coming from the Honiton Showground and arrived to 
applause from those still waiting, cheerful but bandaged and muddy. 
Jubilee Hall caretaker, Debbie Carter, provided a bowl of warm soapy 
water so she could wash her battered feet. 

Locally our own champions have been hard at work. Thelma Clarke 
has completed a half marathon over 5 days for ?The Lord?s Larder? in 
Chard and been able to take them an envelope containing £500 
collected from local people. Diane Frost has done a marathon in a 
month for Hospiscare around the lanes of Yarcombe, so look out for 
her and wish her well. It is 10 years since she was diagnosed with 
cancer herself. 11 year old Otto Sutton completed a challenge riding 
300 miles (increased on his own initiative to 400 miles) on his bicycle 
during September for Cancer Research UK, raising £1040.00. We 
would also like to thank, Helen and Doreen Parris and Debbie and 
Lee Carter for their voluntary contribution to the village during the 
lockdown period  by completely redecorating the Jubilee Hall and 
making it so warm and welcoming during their ?spare time?.

Yarcombe News



LET THE MUSIC PLAY ON
Sheldon Singers Singing Round 

the Town at Christmas
Like choirs all over the country, the Sheldon 
Singers have not been able to come together to 
make music during 2020.

However, taking into account the current 
restrictions, we would be delighted to offer a small 
group of singers to sing some of your favourite 
carols in four-part harmony outside your home. 
You don?t need to go anywhere - just snuggle up 
with a glass of your favourite tipple and enjoy 
twenty minutes of festive cheer from a quartet of 
singers from this acclaimed choir.

We would just request a donation to the charity 
Shelter who will be working extra hard this year to 
help those in need.

We can offer the evenings of 17, 22 or 23 
December, so to book contact Julie at 
acorns31@hotmail.com

Looking ahead to 2021, we can?t wait to be back 
rehearsing and performing in East Devon and 
beyond, so look out for future 
concerts and events on our 
website 
www.sheldonsingers.org.uk

If you think you might like to 
join our friendly choir, our 
contact details are on the 
website. We normally 
rehearse in Honiton on 
Thursday evenings and are 
particularly looking for a 
couple of Sopranos and 
Basses to complete our 
number.

Christmas Concerts 

St Michael?s Church, Gittisham
13 December at 4.30pm and 17 December at 7.30pm

Some of you may have spotted a 
dishevelled looking blonde being 
dragged around the village of 
Gittisham by an over-enthusiastic 
labradoodle called Timmy. Alison is 
best known locally as being 
married to David Valentine from 
Gittisham Parish Council. However, 
she leads (or led prior to Covid 19) 
a double life as opera singer Alison 
Kettlewell. Alison has worked as a 
guest artist with the Royal Opera 
House, English National Opera, 

Opera North, Scottish Opera and this summer had two 
contracts with Welsh National Opera. She has performed in 
opera houses throughout Europe and concert halls from the 
Royal Albert Hall to Gittisham village hall! She is delighted to 
be able to offer a socially-distanced concert for her local 
friends in the hope of raising some money for charity and St 
Michael?s Church, Gittisham. She will be joined by Maggie 
Walker and Sarah Agg-Manning who will perform some 
Christmas readings.

Due to strict social distancing measures tickets are limited 
and must be pre-booked. Donations are requested on entry 
and all proceeds will go to charity and St Michael?s.

Email:alisonkettlewell.ak@gmail.com

Should we be locked down again in December, the back-up 
plan is either a ?live stream? or a video recording and links will 
be sent out to all who requested tickets. She is determined 
not let the Grinch steal our Christmas!

 

DID YOU KNOW?

At the end of the Civil War the religious settlement was a traumatic affair and East 
Devon was at the centre of dissent. In our area the parsons of Honiton, Upottery, 
Feniton, Offwell, Farway,  Combe Raleigh, Broadhembury, Payhembury and 
Awliscombe were deprived or persecuted by puritans. Robin Staines, in his book ?A 
History of Devon? (Phillimore 1986) describes how this was largely the work of 
Colonel Sanders of Payhembury. He is recorded as driving Robert Terry, the 
parson of Payhembury, from his pulpit on Christmas Day, confiscating his corn and 
cattle, as well as his Christmas dinner and ?plum porridge?! And we think we are 
having a rough Christmas!

Thank you for your feedback on the magazine

Just to say that you have produced a really lovely issue of the magazine this month, 
full of interest.  Congratulations.  Many people have praised the magazine, by the 

way.  I well know how much hard work goes into its production!  Miranda



WILD HONITON - CONSULTATION RESULTS

Thank you to all those who filled out the Wild Honiton Consultation, as announced in the August edition of this magazine. 
I?m delighted to be in a position now to share the results of the survey, on which we will be writing and basing our plan for 
the Wild Honiton project over the next two years.

The questionnaire was available online and also on paper and in other formats on request. We received 271 completed 
questionnaires. Here is a summary of the results:

Respondents had visited all the 6 outdoor public spaces in Honiton we asked them about a wide variety of times 
throughout the past 12 months.

The four improvements we asked them about that people would most like to be made to the public outdoor 
spaces that were important to them were (in priority order):

The next steps are to write a detailed project plan before gaining the approval of Councillors and then delivery.

53% were satisfied with the amount of parks, public gardens and other outdoor public open spaces in      
Honiton, 31% were dissatisfied.

90% felt connected to nature, 6% did not.

69% felt connected to Honiton?s parks, public gardens and other outdoor, public open spaces, 19% did not.

The four public open outdoor spaces we asked 
people about that they said were most important 
to them were, in priority order:

1.Honiton Bottom Community Nature Reserve

2. Equal 2nd: Roundball Woods and The Glen

3.River Gissage

1.Walking without a dog

2.Spending time with family/friends

3.Walking with a dog

4.Birdwatching/nature watching/wildlife watching

1.More wildflower meadows ? 70%

2. Equal 2nd - Installation of bird and bug boxes and more tree planting ? 51%

3.Improvements with the aim of making people visiting more comfortable, healthy and happy ? 36%

40% said we could we make it easier for them to go to and/or use current parks, public gardens and other outdoor 
public open spaces in Honiton.

80% would be interested in attending outdoor events set up by the Wild Honiton project.

Wild Honiton is a two year project aimed at improving the green space and residents? connection to 
green spaces within the town of Honiton. Led by the Wild East Devon team, the proposed project 
will look to embed the Nature Recovery Network principles within the EDDC Council Plan and in 
various Service Plans in a town in need of a natural boom and the new home of EDDC. Wild 
Honiton will build on Wild East Devon?s Wild Exmouth project and proposes a strategic green space 
initiative that could be replicated across the District?s other towns.

The project will have two themes: Nature Recovery and Nature Connection. All project aims will fall under one of those 
two categories either to do with facilitating the enhancement of nature or the people relationship to their local great 
outdoors. This is aimed at improving the green space and residents? connection to green spaces within the town of 
Honiton.

For more information, visit the Wild Honiton webpage at wildeastdevon.co.uk or email wild@eastdevon.gov.uk

The four most popular activities in Honiton?s 
public outdoor spaces were (in popularity 
order):



Hospiscare Christmas Raffle
Your local hospice charity is inviting you to get into the festive spirit by holding a Christmas 
Raffle to support end-of-life care in your community. Hospiscare supports patients with a 
terminal illness and their families across Exeter, Mid and East Devon. The charity cares for 
over 2,000 patients every year and this care does not stop over the festive period.

For many, Christmas is a time of being with family, sharing memories and traditions and 
enjoying delicious food. Hospiscare wants Christmas 2020 to contain all of these special 
things for the families in their care and is appealing to the community to support their 
Christmas Raffle.

Anyone can take part in the Christmas Raffle, which takes place 
during November and December. Simply source a prize and the 
charity will send you everything else you need to make your raffle a 

festive success. Hospiscare is challenging the community to get creative with their raffle prizes; 
from donating a service from your business such as an MOT or haircut to putting your hobbies to 
good use by raffling off homemade cakes or craft creations.To ensure the festive fun can go ahead 
safely, the charity are presenting a number of ways to hold a Christmas Raffle. It could take place 
where you work, at home with your friends and family or online through Facebook or JustGiving.

To sign up to the Hospiscare Christmas Raffle, visithttps://www.hospiscare.co.uk/support-our-work/ 
fundraise/hospiscare-christmas-raffle/or get in touch with Hospiscare to find out more by calling 01392 688020 or 

emailingfundraising@hospiscare.co.uk.

 

Susan Ridgeway was born & lived in Sheldon in 1815, 
until marrying Daniel Rowland, an agricultural labourer. 
They lived in Luppitt for a time before moving to Honiton 
where they lived a poor existence in ?Manor Place?.Daniel 
died, still working as a labourer aged 75, and his wife of 
some 50 years, struggled on as a lacemaker, living in a 
small property in New Street. After a long and arduous life 
in which she had sixteen children, she sadly spent that last 
decade of her life in the workhouse where she died aged 
93.

Susan and Daniel were typical of the hard-working people 
of Honiton & East Devon who laboured from dawn till dusk 
and beyond, for 50 or 60 years. But they survived without 
the welfare state to take care of them. Illness, disability, 
infirmity, homelessness, unemployment or widowhood 
would throw these hard-working people into the 

workhouse and onto the breadline [a literal queue for 
bread].

We are the children of the age of the Welfare State, the 
NHS and care for the elderly. The workhouse and the 
literal breadline are history. Looking back from our modern 
society, we can despise the idea of charity as the squire 
giving a hand-out to the ?peasants?. But today?s charities 
have become part of our community spirit.

However, looking at the history of Honiton there have been 
and still exist, an abundance of trusts and charities. St 
Margaret?s, down the end of Exeter Road, established a 
sanctuary for lepers in the 12th century.The Allhallows 
charity was established in Honiton in 1543 and was the 
first of many local trusts and charities over the next four 
hundred years dedicated to support the poor and 
distressed.The Honiton United Charities now form an 
umbrella organisation for many of the older, smaller funds. 
And there are so many more trusts and generous families 
and individuals in this part of East Devon

There are many who think the government should be 
taking care of the poor. Others feel there are too many 
?do-gooders? trying to fix a problem which parents & 
families should fix themselves.

This debate will go on, but the people of Honiton have a 
?spirit of charity? in their bones.

2020 has demanded a lot from us; it has made us fearful 
and vulnerable at times, but it has also demonstrated the 
strength of our communities and the desire to be good 
neighbours. It has brought out the best in us; the 
generous, helpful, kind & thoughtful.

There is poverty hiding behind the curtains; poverty of food 
and also poverty of friendship. Let us carry on reaching out 
to our neighbours in our generosity.

A LONG HISTORY OF CHARITY IN HONITON
by Chris Doran With thanks to Terry Darrant for historical note

FUNDRAISING - IN THE COMMUNITY FOR THE COMMUNITY



Abbeyfield Christmas Craft Sale
Abbeyfield Stanhope will be holding a Christmas craft and 

wares sales wall for a few days in December (weather 
permitting ) to include face masks , produce, Christmas 

cakes, small tree presents, tags etc. All money raised will go 
to Childrens Hospice South West.

Abbeyfield has had several successful fund raising events 
throughout the past few months , sending money to 

Hospiscare, Macmillian, Honiton Gym Club  and Devon Air 
Ambulance, totalling over £2,000.

 Would you like to help with 
donations to the Food Bank 
and/or Christmas Gifts for 
Care Leavers? (A Care 
Leaver is a young person 
who has been in foster care 
and has reached 18 years of 
age)

Buckerell church will be 
open over the weekend of 

December 5th and 6th 10am-4pm for donations to:

Honiton Food Bank:who are asking for everyday useful 
items for families and single people, that will carry them 
through the Christmas period and into the New Year.

A message from Steve (Community Organiser), ?Thanks 
for your email and generous offer to help at Christmas, 
particularly as we are looking to deliver enough food for 
people to cover the period between Christmas and New 
Year. This year we have seen a steady increase in 
demand.

The items that we require are:-Fruit juice, Squash, Small 
bags of sugar, Coffee, Mash/tinned potatoes, Noodles, 
Microwave rice, Biscuits, Meat and meat meals, Tinned 
carrots, Toiletries, Treats for children?.

Hampers for Teenage Care Leavers:These teenagers 
are living in shared accommodation and have no family or 
home to return to at Christmas. The hampers will be 
distributed by The Transitions team of Social Services.

A message from Shine Sibandra (Transitions Team Social 
Services). Shine says, ?it would be fantastic if you can give 
our team support in providing some gifts for our neediest 
care leavers. We have a very small budget to support the 
young people who have no family or anyone else who 
cares for them over Christmas. As you can imagine it?s a 
sad and lonely time for them. We would love to provide our 
neediest care leavers with a hamper of Christmas treats 
and some essentials.?

Shine hasn?t given a list but we think items like biscuits, 
crisps, chocolates, fizzy drinks, shampoo and other 
toiletries for young men and women and if you can afford 
it, more pricey things like make-up, perfume, socks and 
underwear. We hope to do at least 12 hampers.

If you would prefer to make a financial donation 
towards the hampers, you can do a bank transfer into 

the BCA?sBuckerellCommunity Fund:sort 
code:30-94-36 Account no.00889520

The Christmas Appeal is organised by the BCA and St Giles & St 
Mary Church, Buckerell

FUNDRAISING - IN THE COMMUNITY FOR THE COMMUNITY

W A N T ED  U RGEN T LY
Working scooters 

&  walkers with seats

 for

 T he Joe Gilson M obility 
Scheme

 Please phone 01404 43341

Buckerell Christmas Appeal 2020



With Santa?s grottos on hold across the country, and the chance of children 
getting to see him this year slim to none, Combe Garden Centre decided to do 
a couple of things slightly differently.

Last year they set up a donation only grotto on a custom-made train within the 
Centre, and raised over £2,000 for Childrens Hopsice South West. It was all 
done on a voluntary basis; and even Santa gave up his time for free. The idea 
behind it was to try and provide a grotto for everyone, it's an expensive time of 
year as it is, and charging up to £20 to see Santa is often unaffordable for 
families that have more than one child!

So, with the grotto unlikely to happen this year, Combe Garden Centre decided 
to donate all the gifts they?d bought for the grotto to a worthy cause that could 
help get them to the families that need them the most this year. A post was put 
on their Facebook page asking for ideas, and the stand out suggestion was 
Operation Rudolph Honiton. Operation Rudolph is a local charity set up to help 
those who may struggle at Christmas; they help relieve some of the financial 
strain the festive season can bring.

The Garden Centre has also arranged for Santa to do an online appearance on 
their Facebook page on Friday 4th December. Starting at 5pm, families will be 
able to watch and message the Centre via Facebook for a personal message 
to be read out by the big man!

At this trying time in all our lives it's good to see some festive fun can still take 
place.

If you're struggling this Christmas and feel like you may need some 
support, please contact via email operationrudolphhoniton@gmail.com

COMBE GARDEN CENTRE SUPPORTING OPERATION RUDOLPH HONITON
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December sees the publication of 
a new book by local historian and 
writer Terry Darrant. In The 
Honiton A to Z: A Street by Street 
History, Terryprovides the reader 
with a fascinating guide to the 
reasons behind the names of 
Honiton?s roads, lanes, streets, 
and courts.

If you have ever wondered why 
Eureka Terrace is so called, or 
where Edward?s Passage used to 
be; if you have ever wondered 

who Haydons Park was named after, then this is the book 
for you. As Terry says: ?Everybody has an address which 
is almost part of their identity.?

It all began when someone asked how Cuckoo Down Lane 
got its name, and having never come across the answer 
before: ?Being up for a challenge, I started looking into it 
and eventually after looking at some 18th century maps I 
managed to solve the mystery.? Everything grew from 
there, and it soon became his lockdown project.

In recent times, the local rules have been tightened on 
how streets can be named. Terry points out that it is now 
against the rules to name a road after anyone living or 
recently deceased. This would immediately have 

disqualified Banfield Way, which is named after Harry 
Banfield who ran the Dolphin Hotel until his retirement in 
1921.

And you may be surprised to know that East Devon now 
advises that the names of trees should be avoided if 
possible. Hands up all those live in or near a street in 
Honiton named after a tree.

Read this book to learn which street is built on land that 
was originally a field where a local company grazed their 
horses before the construction of their feed store and 
showroom on the site. And discover the original meaning 
of the name of Shipley Road.

This book is a treasure trove of stories, little known facts 
and neglected pieces of local history, written by a 
researcher with an eye for detail and an insatiable 
curiosity.

Want to know more about the place you call home, and the 
street in which you and your friends live? With never 
before published photographs and newly uncovered 
information, find out about Honiton?s past and people by 
reading the definitive guide to the origins of the town?s 
interesting and unusual place names.

Due out in early December, The Honiton A to Z: A Street 
by Street History will be available from a number of local 
shops, and from Amazon, for £6.95.

A VERY LOCAL LOOK AT HONITON
by Martin Long

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/search/flowers/


SCRAPBOOK

Representatives from the Honiton Hornets Hockey team 
visited Tesco to collect a £500  donation to help pay for 

new kit for the team. The funding is the result of the Tesco  
charity book sale.

Back left-right : Amy Phillips, Zac Isaac, Duncan 
Sheridan-Shaw, Maddie Raynor, Sophie George, Niamh 
George. Front left  Hannah Empson, front right Kathryn 

Empson

Local Remembrance Day commemmorations 
were very different this year - but no less hearfelt

Leonard Beavers dropped off 24 bags containing bubble 
bath, shower gel, calendar, Christmas decoration and 
some bits for youngsters to do to Steve Masters of the 
Food Bank to go out with the parcels nearer Christmas.

One of our talented local photographers, 
Dawn Mulrain, took this stunning photograph 

of sunrise over Offwell

Congratulations to 
Duncan & Liz 

Chilcott on securing 
their new premises 

for Chilcott 
Auctioneers on 

Honiton High Street



IN MEMORIAM ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please send us your personal messages. There is no 
charge, but a discretionary donation to our Community 

Interest Company would be appreciated.

honitonvillagenews@gmail.com

Joe Gilson 

1st September 1944 ? 22nd December 2008

Missing the love of my life at Christmas and always

The world is softly glowing

With the warmth that Christmas brings

And everybody?s wishing

For nice gifts and favourite things.

To hug you really tight

To feel again those loving arms

That held me close at night

To hear your voice again

And see the twinkle in your eyes

And share once more a Christmas

Full of magic and surprise.

But sadly, they?re all wishes

That I know cannot come true

Yet there?s a wish, deep in my heart

That I?m still clinging to

And that?s the hope that someday

We will once more be together

So I can hold you close, my darling

Always, and forever.

From your loving and devoted wife always. Carol

Joe Gi lson 

1st September 1944 ? 22nd December 2008

Remembering a special dad

We are holding back the tears today

Remembering anew

Those wonderful and precious years

Spent happily with you

And we can?t think of anything

We wouldn?t give to see

That lovable familiar face

That meant so much to us

Just to spend a day with you

and laugh with you again

because dear dad since you been gone

life?s never been the same.

M issing you every day f rom your stepson and 
fami ly Jamie, Lindsey and grandson Luk e

GANDER ?PHILIP (PHIL) of 
Awliscombe and ex proprietor of 

Pals Taxis 

Died on 11th November 2020 after a 
long illness, being cared for by his 

loving Wife Valerie Crawshaw-Gander

.

All enquiries to Layzell Funeral 
Services, The Old Court, Dowell Street, 

Honiton, EX14 1LZ 

Tel 01404 44646
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